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THe ELECTION oF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 


In accordance with the provisions of our Charters the 
representative body of the veterinary profession may be 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS, 


altered annually. Eight members, of the thirty-two | Symproms or Rapes 1n THE Doc pve To SprropTreRA.— 


forming the Council, retire every year but are eligible 
for re-election. No more equitable manner of electing a 
governing body could be suggested. Continuity of pur- 
pose is provided for, whilst the rights of the body cor- 
porate are safeguarded against apathy or rashness. The 
representatives are controlled by Charter, unfortunately 
the electorate is not. The electors enjoy all their privi- 
leges whether they interest themselves in the develop- 
ment of the profession or not. They may take the 
trouble to vote once a year or they may treat the voting 


rs—put them in the waste paper basket. It is not 
ee | toawaken veterinary electors to an active state of 
enthusiasm. Only at intervals does some subject arise 
which really appeals to them. Like other aggregates of 
human atoms, our electors are most easily fired by some- 
thing vague and mysterious, or by something likely to 
be disagreeable to our neighbour, e.g. the educational 
— of graduates or the professional conduct of 
others. 

Just now the profession is not agitated about anything 
and were it not for the little activities of our local 
societies it is possible that our annual election might be 
as flat and stale as it was last year. Of course it is 

ible that an election might arise at which it would 

to the interest of the profession that no change should 
be made in the constitution of the Council. There may 
bea year in which all the eight retiring members are so 
transcendently able and active that improvement were 
Impossible. Then it will be inadvisable to replace even 
one of them by an untried man. 

This year the retiring eight are— 

John M’Fadyean 
Geo. Elphick 

J. D. Lambert, C.B. 
Sidney Villar 

E Shave 

J. F. Simpson 

Geo. Wartnaby 

R. C. Trigger. 

We confess the team is a strong one and, if all are 
‘sain nominated, new candidates will have a hard task. 
tmay be noted that one school is well represented by 
‘ Crernor, a Principal, and a Professor. Three out of 
= t seems almost over-representative but it must be 
puembered that, in theory at least, we all represent only 

hi body—the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
a theory seems lost sight of at times. The reports of 
hual dinners of local societies often contain references 
an representative on the Council” as though the 

man alluded to only represented Blankshire. This 
. ae of the electoral selection may be carried too 

, = end ina constriction of the calibre of the Council. 

: nt want the best men from little districts, we want 
ym oy from the whole profession. They cannot 

Al our Council. 
voting ations must be sent in before May 16th, and 


(Communicated to the Central Veterinary Medical 
Society, Paris, by M. Monop, Hanoi, Tonkin, 
Cochin China, March 8th, 1900. 


On January 3rd, 1900, I was requested to examine 
the body of a native dog. The dog had been depressed 
and out of spirits for some days, and although 
usually very quiet and good tempered had towards 
the end of December bitten a friend of the owner. 
The day before he died he had bitten a boy who was 
fastening him up, and another pet dog in the 
owner’s house. He had also attacked a passer by 
who was saved by his clothes from injury. To- 
wards the end of the day he had violent spasm of the 
hind quarters with complete paraplegia. As he had 
refused all food for twenty-four hours the owner shut 
him up in a barrel in which he was found dead in 
the morning. 

On examination the pharynx and throat were 
found to be full of sanguineous saliva ; tongue bitten, 
stomach empty, but much congested with hemor- 
rhagic patches, The same appearances were pre- 
sented in the intestines, which were full of black 
foetid fluid containing a large number of spiroptera, 
hairs that had been swallowed when the dog licked 
himself, and pieces of grass. In the esophagus four 
or five inches from the cardiac orifice, was a small 
opening from which half the body of a spiroptera 
protruded, the other half was contained in a small 
sinus that communicated to a tumour the size of a 
nut that contained a large number of parasites of all 
sizes. 

Several rabbits were inoculated the same day from 
the medyJla but showed no result on January 26th, 
proving that the dog could not be rabid and that the 

symptoms shown were entirely due to the presence of 
the spiroptera. 

M. Ramet: The case related by M. Monod i con- 
sider of great importance. The presence of spirop- 
tera in rabid dogs has been noticed for a long time. 
In 1880 Warren recorded it in the cesophagus of dogs 

that had died rabid in Malta. In 1853, Prange 
writes, ‘“‘The result of several observations show 
that the presence of spiroptera in the esophagus 

of the dog will cause symptoms closely resembling 

those of rabies.” 

This fact may be explained by the special ex- 

amination that is made of the digestive canal of 

dogs suspected to have died from rabies, and does not 
prove that the symptoms noticed are not due to that 


Papers by May 30th.. 
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M. Monod has the credit of establishing the fact 
that the symptoms of rabies may be observed with 
spiroptera in the cesophagus and various foreign 
matters in the esophagus without the animal being 
in reality rabid. 

From Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, Mar. 30, 1900. 
Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Major. 


ParavacinaL Apscess 1n Mares.—By Prof. M. G. pe 
Bruin, of Utrecht. 


After parturition in mares one many a time en- 
counters abscesses situated in the tissues between the 
upper wall of the vagina and the rectum. In most 
cases an abscess is present bounded laterally by the 
rectum and vagina, anteriorly by the excavatio recto- 
vaginalis, and posteriorly by the perineum. The 
abscess may attain a considerable circumference, and 
the contents measure + to 2 or more litres (8 fluid 
ounces to 3 pints and a half). 

Causes. In individual cases if perhaps only slightly 
the vaginal wall, and indeed most of the upper wall 
of the introitus vaginalis becomes lacerated or injured 
and here infection occurs. The vagina, and esyeci- 
ally the vestibulum vagine, always contains many 
Streptococci whose virulence under normal circum- 
stances is not great. It appears then that infection 
can, under certain circumstances, which we do :not 
certainly know, take place. Now and then the in- 
fection happens per coitum. 

Mares are generally covered 9 days after the birth 
of the foal. This makes it difficult to determine 
whether infection takes place in consequence of the 
birth or on account of being cqvered, especially as 
the affection does not show itself fully until two or 
three weeks after parturition. 

How far # slight infection of the glands plays a 
part Iam not prepared to judge. However, I have 
more than once noticed that the abscess occurred in 
mares which had been covered by a stallion which 
suffered or had suffered from strangles. pe 

- Appearances. Ten to fourteen days after the birth 
of the foal, the owner notices that the general health 
of the mother is not good. The appetite for food is 
good enough but the mare is dull, and if she is at pas- 
ture with her foal she remains standing in the same 
place fora long time. Milk secretion has somewhat 
diminished. In defecating, as in micturating, the 
mare groans and the latter act especially Seems to 
pain her. 

Closer examination reveals a temperature of 39- 
89°5C. The gait behind is dragging. Nothing of 
an external swelling near the anus can be seen as yet 
but it appears later. Rectal exploration enlightens 
us more. In mest cases on the right side (seldom 
on the left) 10 to 15¢.m. from the anus, the swel- 
ling is encountered. The rectum is narrowed at this 
place and fluctuation, mostly in a horizontal direction, 
can be felt. 

In many cases a diffuse swelling is visible at the 
anus and extends above the ischial tuberosity. The 
swelling is distinct at the anus and vulva, the labia 
at the side of the swelling is thickened, and the edge | 
of the commissure askew. In the later stages one 
can only naturally suspect a paravaginal abscess, 


exploration alone will reveal this. This exploration 
ought never to be omitted, because by timely and 
appropriate help the evil can be quickly and effec. 
tively remedied. The swelling is mostly a diffuse 
one and fluctuation externally is slight. The 
latter because the abscess is surrounded by considera- 
ble muscular tissue. 

Prognosis and Course.—In_ general, prognosis is 
favourable if appropriate help is given. Complics- 
tions which may ensue are perforation into the exca- 
vatio recto-uterina and fatal peritonitis. This latter 
happens seldom, as the abscess pushes the peritoneum 
forwards, also perforation of this structure does not 
soon ensue. The possibility of rupture at this place 
must, however, be bornein mind. I have never seen 
a spontaneous rupture into the vagina or vestibule, 
but often a rupture near the anus or between the 
anus and the tuberosity of the ischium. The tissues 
there offer little resistance to the exit of pus and the 
thin skin facilitates rapture. Occasionally one 
notices suppuration of the inguinal glands. 

Treatment. lt is advisable to open the abscess 
early. One need not wait for fluctuation, this may 
be long delayed, and meanwhile much tissue may be 
destroyed. Whilst one has one’s left hand in the 
vagina to locate the exact position of the abscess, one 
passes the trocar under antiseptic precautions at the 
side of the anus between this and the ischial tubero- 
sity directly into the middle of the abscess. The 
distance the trocar goes in is from four to 10¢.m. 
If after drawing out the stilette pus flows away, make 
the exit for pus a good one by enlarging the opening 
with a bistoury above five centimetres in a vertical 
direction. The cavity can then be irrigated with a1 
per cent. sublimate solution and partly filled with 
iodiform gauze. The tampon may be removed daily 
till the cavity heals up. A bandage is put on the 
upper end of the tail. It is advisable to turn the 
mare out to pasture with the foal, as muscular con- 
tractions favour the evacuation of pus. In from 
eight to 10 days recovery occurs.—Berliner Thierarst 
Woch. G. M 


Freso Osservations oN DovusLe Nevuroromy IN THE 
TREATMENT oF Spavin, (Bosi’s Operation). 


We have already called attention in The Veterinary 
Record (p. 448, vol. x., and pp. 200 and 655, vol. xi.) 
to Bosi’s method of treating spavin lameness, 8? 
Prof. Macqueen also recorded his experience In VO 
xi., p. 522. 

Since his first communication upon this subjec 
Prof. Fréhner has operated on 12 fresh —_ “ 
bringing tip his cases to the total of 20. Thanks vt 
neurotomy these 12 animals, which were almost us ‘ 
less before, have since the operation become services 
ble. 

Bayer, on his part, reports eight persona’ © 
among horses unworkable in consequence of 
which were operated on with good 
very fine trotter especially success was truly e 
ordinary. 
Several practitioners, and among others Schimme 
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Vogt, Nordheim, and Hansen, have also ha 


| 
el 
in 
bu 
the 
Pe: 
| ing 
int 
i vio 
| | duc 
Thi 
Vét 
; 
fi A 
vetel 
very 
| feeb! 
| arres 
1-4,0 
carbc 
ik conce 
A ser 
other 
| | | ment: 
Th 
Surge) 
Very 
accide 
enable 
35 reg 
We ad) 
| comme 
Stamm 
prak 
Vit, 
{ 
| 
Vi 
The 
March 
| ton, 
| 
attend, 
(kind) 


offec- 
ffuse 

The 
dera- 


sis is 
plica- 
exca- 
Latter 
neuw 
not 
place 
r seen 
ibule, 
n the 
issues 
ad the 
7 one 


bscess 

s may 

ray be 

in the 

3, one 

at the 
ubero- 
The 
0 c.m. 
, make 
pening 
vertical 
ith a 1 
with 
d daily 
on the 
in the 
ar con- 
n from 
hierarst 


M. 


IN THE 


terinary 
vol. xi.) 
SS, and 

in vol. 


gubject 
snimals, 
yanks 
ost use- 
ervicea- 


cases 
spavin, 
“On 
extra- 


himmel, 
1ad ‘the 


April 21, 1900 THE VETERINARY RECORD 599 


opportunity of appreciating the advantages of Bosi’s 
operation. 

Frohner followed the majority of his cases after a 
lapse of time varying from 6 to 18 months, and in 
every case the favourable result was maintained. No 
accident attributable to neurotomy supervened, except 
in two subjects unnerved, four and eight months be- 
before respectively, in which he observed spon- 
taneous fractures, one occurring in the sesamoids and 
the other in a cuneiform bone. The author attri- 
butes these fractures either to trophic changesin the 
bones in the region deprived of nervous influence or 
to insensibility preventing the animal appreciating 
the degree of effort produced during muscular action. 
Perhaps it would be better to account for it by bring- 
ing the combined action of the two etiological factors 
into play. 

In one case the fracture happened suddenly during 
violent exertion at a rapid pace on a badly paved 
road; and, in the other, the accident was also pro- 
duced during fatiguing work.—(Monatsh. fir prak. 
Thierheild B. XI., 2 H., 1899. Ex. Annales de Méd. 
Vét., p. 157, Mars, 1900.) 


RESEARCHES ON THE T'oxicoLoGy or CHINOSOL IN THE 
Ox, SHeep, anp Doe. 


According to the experiments of J. Schneider, 
veterinary surgeon, Munich, chinosol, which possesses 
very active antiseptic properties, has a relatively 
feeble toxic power on animals when it is administered 
per os, 

Emmerich had already found that this new agent 
arrested the development of germs in a solution of 
1-4,000 and, that besides, it was more active than 
carbolic acid and did not irritate when used in very 
concentrated solutions, and it was also a hemostatic. 
A serious inconvenience of this new drug, like many 
= antiseptics, is that it tarnishes metal instru- 
ments, 

The ordinary employment of this medicament in 
surgery in the proportion of 1 to 5 per 1,000 asa 
very powerful disinfectant does not appear to cause 
accidents since by the experiments of Schneider it 
enables one to fix the toxic doses at 180 grammes and 
35 respectively for the ox and sheep. For the dog, if 
We administer chinosol by the mouth the toxic dose 
commences at $ gramme and becomes fatal at 7-4th 
gramme per kilo of the body weight.—(Monatsh. fiir 
pak Thierheild, «B., 5 H., 1899. Ex. Annales de Méd. 
Vét., Mars, 1900.) 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


vate usual quarterly meeting was held on Friday, 
1900, at the North Eastern Hotel, Darling- 
PRO revious to the meeting Professor F. Hobday, 
atten 4 ae of the Royal Veterinary College, London, 


strations of median neurectomy, odphorectomy and the 
chloroforming and securing of canine patients. There 
wasa good attendance of members the following being 
resent : Messrs. J. H. Taylor, (President), W. N. Dob- 

ing, C. G. Hill. and D. C. Barningham, Darlington ; A 
Peele, West Hartlepool; H. Peele, Durham; H. H. 
Roberts, and J. G. Deans, Bishop Auckland; G. E. 
Gibson, Sedgefield ; J. Smith, Stokesley ; W. H. Black- 
burn, Barnard Castle ; G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; 
E. H. Pratt, Northallerton ; E. R. Gibson, Seaham Har- 
bour; W. Awde (hon. sec.), Stockton-on-Tees ; Drs. 
Hern, Smale, and Kinsop, Darlington; and Messrs. 
Nicholson, Connor, and Redding, veterinary students. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. W. Hunting, London ; P. Snaith, Bishop Auck- 
land ; and E. F. de Jong, Hartlepool. 

The practical demonstrations were most interesting, 
two horses for median neurectomy and a bitch for odépho- 
rectomy being put under the influence of chloroform and 
successfully operated upon. After which the members 
had tea together in the hotel. The meeting being held 
afterwards. 

The minutes of previous meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed, on the proposition of Mr. A. Peele, 
seconded by Mr. Dobbing. 

Professor Hosppay introduced a new ecraseur for spay- 
ing mares and cows to the notice of the members and 
also a specimen which represented the generative organs 
of a two-year-old thoroughbred horse, it being found after 
death that the testicles had never been developed, but 
were represented by small bulbs of fat in which micros- 
copical examination by Prof. M’Fadyean failed to reveal 
the slightest trace of testicular tissue. 

A resolution was read from the Scottish Metropolitan 
Veterinary Medical Society, re the appointment of 
veterinary surgeons as meat inspectors. 

Mr. G. E. Gipson proposed, and Mr. A. PEELE seconded, 

that this Association agrecs with the resolution, and that 
areply be sent to that effect. Carried. : 
Mr. Hit having given notice of his intention to bring 
forward the question as to whether the Association should 
nominate a representative at the forthcoming election of 
members of Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, after some discussion proposed that the Secre- 
tary b: asked to allow himself to be nominated as the 
representative of the Association. Mr. H. H. Roberts 
seconded the proposition and it was carried. 
The Secretary having consented Mr. Dudgeon pro- 
posed, and Mr. G. E. Gibson secunded, that it be left in 
the hands of the President and Secretary to take the 
necessary steps in order to secure if possible the return 
of Mr. Awde as a member of the Council R.C.V.S. 
Carried. 


THE CHOICE OF A GENERAL ANASTHETIC 
FOR SURGICAL PURPOSES. 
By Frepx. Hoppay, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,— By the kindness of 
my old College friend, your worthy President, I have 
been honoured by a request that I should give a demon- 
stration before your Association to-day, and now that is 
over I propose to condense my remarks into as short a 
space as possible. 

No one will dispute the statement that, whenever any 
serious operation is about to be undertaken, if it can be 
done painlessly and with safety by the aid of an anes- 
thetic some such agent ought to be employed. The 
chief objections usually raised are the increased danger 
incurred to the patient, the extra cost, and the extra time 
involved. I do not think the latter is a very important 
factor for, as a general rule, the animal has recovered 
sufficiently to stand on its legs during the time that the 
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up. With regard to cost, whilst methylated chloroform 
is at its present price, I am absolutely sure this cannot 
weigh. Even if ordinary humane reasons will not count, 
the increased facility and convenience given to the 
operator is sO great that I am sure he would never 
grudge the extra sixpence or shilling which it takes for 
an equine patient, or the extra twopence or threepence 
which it costs to anzsthetise a dog or cat. 

I think, judging from my own idea when [ had just 
left College, that the only reason which will at all be 
seriously thought of, is the increased risk to the patient. 
It is principally with a view to hearing your ideas upon 
this point, and to a wish to endeavour to aid, by the re- 
sults of observations made during the past six years, in 
banishing the idea that any great danger exists, that I 
have chosen the above title. 

Articles appear from time to time in the lay press 
asking why anesthetics are not more commonly used in 
our surgical work, and only this week a recent graduate 
in human medicine asked me in the most innocent way 
what was the reason that anzsthetics were never given 
to animals before operating upon them. 

It is galling to hear such remarks made, and it is quite 
time that the idea was absolutely banished from the 
public mind. ‘l’o a certain extent it is true that a veteri- 
nary surgeon’s anesthetist must be »n amateur at the 
work, as fees will not admit (except perhaps in London) 
of the calling in of another practitioner to attend to 
this alone ; nor, indeed, is it necessary, as when once the 
patient is unconscious any person of average intelligence 
can, under the operator’s guidance, keep the animal in 
that state with ordinary care and attention for a reasona- 
ble time. Take, for example, the results of general 
aneesthetisations in the Free Out-patients Clinique of the 
College. The patients are not in any way prepared, 
either horses, donkeys, dogs or cats, and many of them 
are by no means subjects one would select tor demon- 
stration on anesthesia. The students are practically all 
amateurs, many of them have never even seen an animal 
anvsthetised before coming there, and what are the re- 
sults? [ suppose that on the average, taking it at its 
very lowest, 200 horses have been chloroformed by them, 
under qualified supervision of course, every year for the 
past five years. Ido not think that a single death has 
occurred from that cause, although amongst so many, as 
one might expect under the circumstances, dangerous 
symptoms have appeared now and again. In some 
cases, | must admit, the animals have not been deeply 
aneesthetised, their senses being merely dulled by the 
amount of chloroform inhaled, but even when it is carried 
out to this stage and no further the mutual benefit both to 
operator and patient is very perceptible. 

Chloroform is indisputably the favourite general 
anesthetic selected for the horse. Its methods of ad- 
ministration are not at present as exact as they might be, 
but inhalers of some pattern or another are unquestiona- 
bly safer and better than merely giving it with the aid 
of a sponge and towel. The principles usually adopted 
are to put about an ounce on to commence with for an 
average sized animal, and allow from five to ten minutes 
for anesthesia to be produced. 

With the cow, pig, and sheep I cannot say that 
I have had much experience; in London one does 
not get many facilities for anzsthetising such patients, 
and I have only used chloroform on about 20 of those 
animals altogether. They have, however, taken it satis- 
factorily. I question if chloroform will ever be univer- 
sally used, except for very serious cases in them, as the | 
general run of operations performed are so limited and so | 
very quickly over. When an expert operator only takes 32 
seconds in which to complete absolutely the operation of 
odphorectomy of the pig, from incision to suturing the 
wound (and I have timed two veterinary surgeons to do it 
in this) I think we shall all agree that chloroform is not an 
absolute necessity, especially as the animals have no 


mental anticipation befurehand and show practically no 
evidence of pain afterwards. 

For the dog it has long been an idea not only 
with veterinary surgeons but also with physiologists, 
medical men, and the lay public that chloroform 
cannot be used with even an ordinary degree of 
safety. The idea was drilled into me most emphati- 
cally when a student at College, it was even taught as 
late as 1895. In the paper read before the National 
Association at Manchester in 1893 by Mr. Wallis Hoare 
in connection with chloroforming dogs the words occur 
“ Every practitioner who has had experience in the sub- 
ject will recollect how quickly mishaps occur even with 
the use of every caré and attention. Although I prefer 
chloroform to ether in the dog, I am bound to admit 
that itis a dangerous agent in many cases.” This idea 
was not contradicted in the discussion and was affirmed 
wherever it was referred to. 

It is, however, a fallacious notion, and it has been 
with the object of helping to change that view that 
statistics have been published from time to time in The 
we of Comparative Pathology and The Veterinary 

ecord. 

The dog is an excellent subject for cr it gure ated 
bly no animal is better. It is the method of admins- 
tration and of securing which has been at fault for so 
many years. 

If chloroform is given on a sponge and towel whilst 
the patient is held struggling in the arms of one or two 
assistants a large percentage of fatalities are certain to 
occur, but given rational methods of securing, with fair 
play allowed for the organs in the chest, and a rational 
method of administration, chloroform is an ideal anes- 
thetic for the dog, and the latter animal is an ideal one 
on which to demonstrate its effects. The title of my 
present paper will not permit me to go into further de- 
tails connected with this animal just now, but I have 
already read a paner on it before the Midland Counties 
Association in 1896 (Veterinary Record, December 5th, 
1896), and the observations made since have absolutely 
confirmed the views I expressed them. 

At the present time I have a record of over 800 conse- 
cutive canine chloroformisations, the majority of which 
have been done by the students, all as I said being prac- 
tically amateur anvesthetists, the patients being princl 
pally Free Clinique cases, not in any way prepared av 
taken just as they came, some in good and some in poor 
condition. Methylated chloroform has been used always, 
and any left after use has been poured back into the 
bottle to be used over again. h 

Many of the operations have been very severe, SUC 
for example as amputation of limbs, enterotomy, 00P yf 
rectomy, etc., and we have had only three deaths. 
these latter, post-mortems were made in two instances, 
and on each occasion a thoroughly satisfactory explana 
tion was found ; unlnckily in the third case a post-mor 
tem was not held. «Hy those 

In dogs under six or seven months old, especially t 
of delicate breeds, one should always use greater eee 
and with the very small ones A. C. E. mixture = 5 
times preferable. Beyond these precautions go ii 
very little to add, and any person of ordinary “ the 
gence can safely keep a dog chloroformed unde Pca 
supervision of the veterinary surgeon who 1s oe 

With the cat our statistics have not —— tonne 
fortunate results. I have now altogether recor = 
fully made of about _300 consecutive cases, 
with ether, A. C. E. mixture, or chloroform. ses of 
long time when using chloroform entirely the al 
cases accumulated without accident, but out “dl a 
140 cases I have had four deaths, thus giving t When 
what large proportion of about three per ot the first 
using A. C. E. mixture or ether for cats, eS or un- 
approximately one hundred cases, no acct 
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death and one case in which signs of danger were mani- 
fested, althoug the animal eventually recovered. [ am 
convinced that these agents are safer for cats than pure 
chloroform, although I think that even with them one 
must not get careless. 

Summarising the paper then, in conclusion let me 
offer for your discussion on the subject of the “ choice of 
a general anesthetic” the opinion that chloroform is the 
best general anzesthetic for the horse and dog, and A.C. E. 
mixture or ether for the cat and for dogs under six or 
seven months old, especially those of delicate breeds. 


A discussion followed in which nearly all the 
members took part. 

In proposing a hearty vote of thanks to Professor Hob- 
day for his kindness in having given the Association the 
benefit of his experience in the choice of an anesthetic, 
Mr. Deans also thanked him for performing the opera- 
tions which they had witnessed that day. Mr. Pratt 
having seconded it the Professor suitably replied. 

The SecRETARY having stated that some expense had 
been incurred in advertising for suitable saline for 
and in connection therewith proposed that the expenses 
be defrayed by the Association, Mr. A. Peele seconded 


and it was carried. 
W. Hon. Sec. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Portsmouth, on Thursday, March 29th, 1900. embers 
present were J. B. Tutt (President), J.T. King, Bourne- 
mouth; C. F. Hulford, Haslemere; J. F. Simpson, 
Maidenhead ; E. Whitley-Baker, Wimborne ; and C. 
Pack, Lymington (hon. sec.) As visitors, F. E. Knott 
ad H. Green of Portsmouth ; and Mr. Peirce, London. 
Prior to the meeting a demonstration of “ Median 
Neurectomy ” was given by Mr. Pierce, at the yard of 
Mr. Knott, on two horses. The operation was very care- 
fully performed and was a complete success, both animals 
travelling much better after the operation. 

letters of apology for unavoidable absence were re- 
ved from Sir Henry Simpson, Professor Pritchard, and 
Messrs. J. B. Martin, T. B. Goodall, F. W. Wragg, and 
Mr.C. Carter. In his letter Mr. Carter, of Guildford, 
intimated his desire to retire from the Association. 

' Mr. Pack, however, suggested that it would be much 
etter that they should make Mr. Carter an honorary 
‘Soclate of the Association. He did not like to accept 

Stesignation after he had been a member for so many 
ce (Hear, hear). He proposed, therefore, that they 
‘would make Mr. Carter an honorary member. 

t. HULFoRD seconded the resolution. 

Kine supported it with great pleasure. He looked 
sy t. Carter’s proposed resignation as a very serious 

‘tm He had been a good attendant, scarcely ever absent 

“we meetings, and if he meant to resign he thought 

eas ey could not do better than to honour him by 

ting him an honorary associate. (Hear, hear.) 
ere were also received from Mr. Redford and Mr. 
" all thanking the Association for the votes of condo- 

Upon the former’s bereavement and latter's 
accident, 

Ya” "x members nominated at the previous meeting, 

- H. Goutp, W. G. Paxeman, C. F. Hutrorp, 
and W. Jas. KEwLey, were duly elected, 
se “3 motion of Mr. Tutt, seconded by Mr. Pack, 
E. Knorr and H. GREEN, of Portsmouth, and 
~~ of Swanmore, were nominated as new mem- 


ELEcTION oF OFFICERS. 


| Mr. Baker moved, and Mr. King seconded, the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Hall, of Southampton, as President for the 
ensuing year. 

Mr. Srmpson supported the nomination, saying that 
it was in accordance with their usual custom of appoint- 
ing the senior vice-president who had not passed the 
chair, and the motion was carried unanimously. 

Messrs. Baker, King, Hall, and Carter were the retir- 
ing vice-presidents, but were eligible for re-election. 

Mr. SIMPSON said that it had been the practice always 
to elect the re tiring President a vice-president for the 
ensuing year. Hetherefore proposed that Mr. Tutt be 
made one of the vice-presidents. 

Mr. BAKER seconded, saying that Mr. Tutt was a. 
personal friend of his and had been for years. 

Mr. Pack nominated Messrs. King, Simpson, and 
Baker also, but Mr. Simpson retired in favour of Mr. 
Hulford. 

Mr. Tutt seconded, and there being no other nomina- 
tions Messrs. Tutt, King, Baker, and Hulford were 
declared duly elected. 

Mr Tutt said that the next business was to elect 
their secretary for the ensuing year, and he thought they 
could not do better than to elect Mr. Pack. He is a 
hard working secretary, he said, and I don’t think we 
could find his equal. 

Mr. Stmpson seconded the nomination, saying that he 
quite endorsed all that the Chairman had said as to the 
value of Mr. Pack to the Association. He hoped that 
he would retain the position and that they might have 
an influx of new members during the ensuing year as 
they had had in the past year. The present meeting 
gave evidence of it. 

Mines resolution was carried unanimously, amid ap- 

ause. 
r Mr. Pack, in responding, said that he was much 
obliged for their continued confidence. He had been 
secretary for eight years, and thought it was time that 
they had some new blood, but if they were satisfied 
with his past services he would try to do his best for the 
future also. (Hear, hear). 
Mr. Tutt said that they had next to decide upon 
what candidates they would support for the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He did not 
know if their friend Mr. Simpson was going for election 
again, but he was sure that if he was he would get their 
votes. 
Mr. Simpson said that he had to retire in May and his 
present intention was to seek re-election. He had al- 
ways had the support of his brethren in the district, and 
if they sent him back to the Council to represent them 
he should be very pleased to do so. If the members, 
however, decided that it was better in the interest of the 
profession to support another he would accept it, he 
could assure the: , with a very goud grace. 
Mr. Tutt moved that the Association should support 
Mr. Simpson’s candidature for the Council. Mr. Hul- 
ford seconded, and the resolution was carried unani- 
mously. Mr. Tutt saying: I trust that we will all vote 
for him and I sincerely trust that he will be elected. 
Mr. Pack stated that he had received a letter from 
Mr. Barrett (Secretary to the Victoria Benevolent Fund) 
intimating that the Association’s subscription of a 
guinea was now due. Mr Pack pointed out that the 
contribution of a guinea had been intended as a donation, 
not as an annual subscription. The Association, how- 
ever, had a balance on the right side. After some dis- 
cussion it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Simpson, 
seconded by Mr. Pack, to forward a donation of a 
guinea. 
Meat INSPECTION. 


Mr. Pack said that he had received a letter from Mr- 
Peter Moir conveying the following resolution passed by 


The election of officers was then proceeded with, and 


the Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Society, “That 
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this Society is of opinion that meat inspection and the | 
supervision of the lower animals destined for the food 

and milk supply of the nation should be placed in the 

hands of trained veterinary surgeons. t is also of 

opinion that to secure the efficient conservation of the 

public health, the employment of inspectors selected from 

the veterinary profession is the safe and only means of 

attaining that object.” 

Mr. Simpson said that asa member of the Council he 
could assure those present that the Royal College had 
not lost sight of the subject. On the contrary it had 
been before the Council, and a committee had been ap- 
pointed to make certain investigations with regard to the 
matter. It was only a small committee and he was one 
of the three. They had met and were desirous of de- 
monstrating to the authorities concerned that they, as 
veterinary surgeons, were the only people who were 
competent to inspect meat. That is to say they were 
the only people who understood the making of post- 
mortems, and he maintained that it was the man who 
made the post-mortem that inspected the meat. (Hear, 
hear.) They had also made enquiries of the various 
principal teaching institutions to ascertain to what ex- 
tent meat inspection was taught in them. The report 
of the committee would be submitted to the Council at 
their next meeting in April, and he hoped that arising 
out of that they might so convince the authorities deal- 
ing with the matter that veterinarians have been entirely 
overlooked, Of course those present were aware that 
there was an institution which had instituted examina- 
tions for meat inspection ; but, unfortunately, it only 
recognised that a man should be competent to submit 
himself for the examination of meat inspector after he 
had passed the examination required of an inspector o 
nuisances or a surveyor to a local authority. That, he 
thought, was hardly fair, because it was very evident 
that « man who was a veterinary surgeon competent to 
inspect meat could hardly be expected to hz.ve devoted 
a three years of study to ¢vhe duties required of a 

rough surveyor or the shorter time required to qualify 
for an inspector of nuisances. And it was felt pretty 
generally that those duties should be totally and entirely 
distinct. But there they saw the veterinary profession 
was handicapped at present. It might be that after a 
time they would be able to overcome the difficulty, but 
at present they had failed to make an impression on 
the President of the Local Government Board. That 
gentleman was anxious that the present certificates 
should have a good trial to see how the system worked. 
But Mr. Simpson hoped that the various veterinary 
societies throughout the country would continue to 
agitate and to jog the memory of the Royal College, so 
that they might keep themselves permanently before the 
public and assert their rights, and point out their ability 
to take those offices throughout the country. Only 
so were they likely to succeed. But so long as the 
examinations now held and the certificates now issued 
by the institution referred to were continued he very 
much feared that the veterinary surgeon would be out of 
it. He could only urge them to continue to agitate and 
to remind the Council of the Royal College. He was 
desirous of assuring them of the fact that the Council 
had not blinded themselves to the subject, but were 
doing all they could to get the public to recognise that 
they were the proper people to inspect meat. He could 
hardly do so himself, being a member of the Council, but 
he would suggest that the Association should endorse 
the resolution of the Scottish Metropolitan Society. He 
would have pleasure, however, in supporting the resolu- 
tion and would see that their views were brought before 
the Council. (App.) 

Mr. KING said that after Mr. Simpson’s able speech 
he had very great pleasure in proposing such a resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. HULForRD seconded, and the resolution was endor- 
sed unanimously. 


Vores or THANKS. 


Mr. Srmpson said that they had had a most instructive 
demonstration from Mr. Peirce—(app.)—and he desired 
to submit that a hearty vote of thanks should be accorded 
him for his kindness in coming to Portsmouth and in- 
structing them. In the first Res they had to thank 
their President for the Pct given to the question, 
and for inviting Mr. Peirce to come amongst them. But 
for that they would have been deprived of a very inter- 
esting demonstration. The operation that Mr. Peirce 
had demonstrated was undoubtedly becoming a more 
popular one. At one time it was approached with very 
great fear and trembling, but he thought that after see- 
ing the skilful manner in which Mr. Peirce had handled 
his instruments and secured the deep-seated nerve they 
would certainly, some of them who had never attempted 
it before, be disposed to put the operation into practice. 
(App.) If time permitted he should like to submit one 
or two questions to Mr. Peirce. He should like to ask 
him what his experience had been of the results of that 
operation. He didn’t mean as to relief of lameness, but, 
undoubtedly, there were occasions when some result, 
not altogether unlooked for, but undesired, might occur, 
and he should like to know Mr. Peirce’s experience in 
that respect. They all knew that with more simple 
operations—the division and excision of the plantar 
nerves for instance—they had very unsatisfactory results 
sometimes, and it would occur to them that as the result 
of depriving so great an extent of limb of sensation unde- 
sired results were likely to happen. He proposed a 


f | hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Peirce for his attendance 


that day, and for his interesting demonstration. 
(Applause.) 
Mr. F. E. Knorr brietly seconded, and the vote of 
thanks was carried unanimously. ; 
Mr. Perrce, who was received with applause, said 
that it was with great pleasure that he thanked the 
gentlemen present for their kindness that afternoon, and 
for their vote of thanks. As regards the operation, he 
should like to discuss it a little, and he wished to answer 
Mr. Simpson’s questions. The result of the operation In 
the arm, without the division of the external plantar 
nerve was more favourable than it would be if both the 
nerves were divided. One didn’t get such untoward 
results in such cases because the median nerve only 
gives sensation to the inside of the leg and partly to the 
outside. So that the sensation (or to half) to the hoo 
was practically the same as before the nerve was divided. 
If the division and excision of the median didn’t do what 
was wanted then they had to do the other, but he didn't 
like to do so unless necessary. Then, of course, they h 
breakdown of the tendons just as if the internal and ex- 
ternal plantars had been divided. The cessation of senst- 
tion did not last for very long, sometimes twelve mont! ai 
but if they watched the horse they would generally a 
that in twelve months it recurred. The first case tha 
afternoon was a very good one, because the horse wae 
practically useless before the operation, and it plant 
to him as if it would be able to doa slow job now. bat 
didn’t find it much satisfaction for sprained tendons, 04 
generally for extososis of the fetlock or knee stiffoaine 
They generally had overshot fetlock, just as with a ol 
ing, theyfound they would generally go right over 10 limb 
or four weeks like that. The tendons contracted, the 
straightened, and with that the fetlock shot over. . not 
Mr. Hutrorp: Then I understand that there 18 
much risk uuless you do the operation for the -—™ 
Mr. Petrce: No, not unless you do the two. de than 
was, he continued, much more wear on the = : nn 
on the outside of the limb, and that was where t age’ 
tion was useful. They didn’t get much splint on 
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side of a leg. In the case of ringbone he should do the 
Jantar at the fetlock. He again thanked them for their 
Pearty vote of thanks. (Applause). 


PLaAcE oF Next MEETING. 


Mr. Stmpson said that it would be a compliment to 
their new President if they went to Southampton for 
their next meeting (hear, hear). He therefore proposed 
that they should go to Southampton. 

Mr. Kine briefly seconded and the resolution was 
carried nem. con. 

Mr. Kine then proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
retiring President for the excellent president he had made 
during the year. If they looked back at the records of 
the Society they would not find such a successful year as 
they had had last year, and he said, without any fear of 
successful contradiction, that that was owing to the ex- 
cellent manner in which Mr. Tutt had filled the chair. 
(Hear, hear). He had catered for them intellectually, 
and he had catered for them excellently in his native 
town, and Mr. Tutt was, he was sure, the best president 
they had ever had. He had very great pleasure in pro- 
posing a hearty vote of thanks. (Applause). 

Mr. HuLrorD had very much pleasure in seconding 
the vote of thanks. He went down to Winchester last 
year as a visitor and had accepted Mr. Tutt’s hospitality 
and enjoyed himself immensely. (Applause). 

Mr. Tutt said that he was very much obliged to Mr. 
King and Mr. Hulford and the other gentlemen present, 
but he could not think for a moment that he had reached 
so high as Mr. King had placed him as the best president 
(Mr. King, “ One of the best, then, sir,”) but he had done 
his best, as he had promised when he took office ; and 
he thought no man should take office unless he was pre- 
wy to do his best for the Association. (Applause). He 

ad been pleased at the good attendances at all the 
meetings since he had been president, and pleased to see 
that they had several new members. That was very 
gratifying to him, and if he had pleased them he was 
more than amply repaid. (Applause). 

Avery enjoyable dinner was afterwards held at the 

George” Hotel. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


MISS ORMEROD’S NEW HONOUR. 


The announcement of the decision of the Senate of 

é Edinburgh University to confer the honorary de- 

ree of LLD. upon Miss E. A. Ormerod has given much 
satisfaction in agricultural circles throughout the King- 
-. There has been no more energetic worker in the 
eld of agricultural entomology during the past 20 
years. At a time when it was very difficult to find a 
gentleman in a position to take up the post Miss 
— gave her services to the Royal Agricultural 
— as honorary entomologist. There are few agri- 
» urists who have not benefitted directly or indirectly 
mher work. Her annual reports have proved of the 

ge value, and the text books she has published 
in ® caused many to pay attention to a subject of direct 
msg: to the farmer which they most probably 
eal not have done but for the clear and business-like 
ae re she dealt with it. Miss Ormerod has never 
she unded by the too frequent use of scientific terms ; 
her aim of describing every form of in- 
beg ck by the use of the simplest language. The 
ber — in the country have not hesitated to consult 
nd to act on her advice. Knowing what a vast 


pete public work she has performed, it has been a 


send such full replies to each private inquiry. All these 
will be pleased to hear of the honour conferred on her, 
which after all is but a slight acknowledgment of her 
great and freely given work.—Farmers Gazette. 


£15 DAMAGES AND COSTS AGAINST THE 
R.S.P.C.A. 
ACTION FOR FALSE IMPRISONMENT. 


In the Queen’s Bench Division of the High Courts of 
Justice on Tuesday, April 3rd, before Mr. Justice 
Mathew, the case of Curry v. the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, as represented in 
Windsor by Inspector John Gladstone, was heard. It 
was an action in which the plaintiff sought to recover 
damages for alleged false imprisonment and malicious 
prosecution sustained on the 2lst July last, when the 
plaintiff Curry was charged before the Borough Magis- 
trates with cruelty to a horse by working it when in an 
unfit state, and which was dismissed upon the veterinary 
evidence called for the defence. Mr. Walter Stewart 
was counsel for the plaintiff, and Mr. Colam was for the 
Society. £3 had been paid into Court by the Society, in 
satisfaction of the alleged claim. 

In opening the case, Mr. Stewart said his client was a 
job master, and theaction was for damages for malicious. 
prosecution and false imprisonment, and he proceeded to. 
relate briefly the facts that give rise to the action. On 
Friday, the 2Jst July, his client who had driven his cab. 
to Windsor, and had been plying for hire, and who in- 
tended to proceed afterwards to Goodward races, was. 
standing near the London and South Western Station 
having his boots blacked, with his cab and horse near 
him, when Inspector Gladstone, acting on information 
received—how he did not know, examined his horse, 
called a police-sergeant, and gave him intocustody. His 
client by this time had only one boot blacked, but so 
importunate was the inspector that his client had to go. 
to the police station, where a charge was preferred 
against him His client asked to be proceeded against. 
by summons, so that it might not interfere with his 
Goodwood arrangements, instead of which, however, he 
was bound over to appear the following Monday. Upon 
his release from the police-station he at once went to Sir 
Henry Simpson, veterinary surgeon to Her Majesty, 
whose assistant examined the horse and pronounced it 
fit for work. His submission on behalf of his client was 
that there was absence of reasonable and probable cause 
for arrest sufficient to justify the action of the Inspector. 
It was suggested that the harness was interfered with 
between the time the plaintiff was at the police-station 
and when the horse was examined by expert witnesses, 
but the short time that elapsed negatived any such sug- 
gestion. The case was heard before the magistrates on 
Monday following, when the Inspector, in the dual capa- 
city of inspector and self-constituted solicitor, asserted 
that the evidence for the defence was.untrue. The case 
was dismissed, but the damage was done. Not only had 
his client suffered an infringement of liberty, but it was 
impossible for him to arrive at Goodwood, where his earn- 
ings for the week were generally £16. 

His Lordship: Is that the ground for damage ? 

Mr. Stewart replied that, if by a charge preferred 
without reasonable or probable cause, his client was pre- 
vented from being at a place where he should have been, 
the consequences which followed were not too remote to 
form a subject of claim, independent of the charge of 
false imprisonment and malicious prosecution. 

Mr. Justice Matthew asked what was the answer to 
the case ? 


Writte astonishment to a host of those who have 
n to her for advice, how she has found time to 


Mr. Colam said it was contended that the plaintiff was 
told he would be reported for the offence, upon which he 
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asked if the case could not be settled at once as he wan- 
ted to go to Goodwood. He was told that it could not 
be under ten days and that he would have to come to a 
summons, whereupon he went voluntarily to the police- 
station, and where he voluntarily consented toa charge 
being taken. 

His Lordship : That would be an answer to the action 
for false imprisonment. But he was prosecuted. 

Mr. Colam: But was it malicious? The Superinten- 
so of Police -will say there were wounds on the 

orse. 
“a Lordship: Then you are going to raise the ques- 
tion 

Mr. Colam : I have a magistrate here who will say that 
when the case was dismissed, the Bench told the defend- 
ant that he must be more careful in future. 

Mr. Stewart: Iam absolutely at issue with my friend 
on the first question with regard to being voluntarily 
charged. He went on to say that there had been an 
offer of pecuniary compensation to the amount of £3, 
but there were some offers that added insult to injury, 
and he considered this one of that sort. 

Counsel called plaintiff and proceeded to examine him 
so rapidly that the Judge interposed : We must proceed 
at a walking pace, and you will be good enough to wait 
until you hear me say Yes. 

George Curry, examined by Mr. Stewart, said he car- 
ried on business as a jobmaster at 12, Otto Street, Ken- 
nington. On July 2ist, he was at Windsor Races ply- 
ing for hire, and at 1.20 was in the Great Western 
station, and went from there to the South Western Rail- 
way. There he got off his cab and stood by the side of it 
to have his boots cleaned. Whilst doing so, Inspector 
Gladstone came to him and said he had heard his horse 
had a sore back. Plaintiff replied that there was noth- 
ing the matter. The Inspector undid the pad on the 
back of the horse and called a, police-sergeant. The 
Society’s officer said he would dive him into custody. 
Plaintiff answered, “ Don’t do that ; if there is anything 
the matter with the horse, summons me.” The sergeant 
tuok hold of him by the arm and said “ Come along with 
me.” Plaintiff had only one boot cleaned, but the ser- 
geant would not allow him to have the other cleaned, 
and said, “1f you don’t want to make a show of yourself, 
lead the horse and follow usup.” Onthe way, plaintiff 
wanted to water his horse at the watering trough, but 
they said, “Come on, we don’t want any of your non- 
sence.” At the police station, Gladstone said he would 
give him in charge for working the horse in an unfit 
state. The Head Constable did not seem willing to take 
the charge, but Gladstone persisted, and he took it. 
Plaintiff was in the station about a quarter of an hour, 
and let out on his own recognisances to appear in the 
pe court on the following Monday. He did not say 
he would prefer being charged to being summoned. ; He 
went to the police station next day, and was told he 
must appear on the following Monday, and that it could 
not be deferred. He preferred to be summoned because 
he wanted to go to Goodwood, which was about 50 miles 
from Windsor, and it would take two days to get there. 
‘Goodwood Races was the best week in the year for his 
profession, and by being at Windsor he lost his usual 
earnings. When he was released on bail he took his 
horse to Sir Henry Simpson’s place, where it was exam- 
ined by Mr. Simpson, and Mr. Smith, the assistant. 
There were two or three old scars on the horse’s back, 
but there was no trace of blood or matter exuding. He 
appeared in the police court on the Monday in answer to 
the charge, and it cost him 30s. to remain in Windsor, 
and there were other expenses about 30s. further. In- 
spector Gladstone described the marks as wounds the 
size of half-a-crown, and that blood and matter was 
oozing from them, and two other wounds near the dock. 
Chief Constable Carter gave evidence that he thought 
plaintiff had done all he could, and that the horse was 


working splendidly the next day. The case was dis. 
missed and plaintiff was allowed 26s. costs, which inely- 
ded a guinea for the veterinary surgeon and 5s. for a 
witness, Holder, at Virginia Water. The Inspector sug- 
gested that the saddle of the horse which plaintiff pro 
duced had been cleaned, whereas he had done nothing of 
the kind. After the case was over he went to Goodwood, 
and the animal was examined by another officer of the 
Society, who found nothing the matter with it. He 
earned the three days he was there £4, whereas in 
previous years he had earned £16 to £20, and sometimes 
more. 

Cross-examined : He denied there were any wounds 
on the horse. He did not say in Court that the constable 
at the railway station had shifted the saddle which 
knocked off an old scab, but that the skin was unbroken 
underneath. Inspector Gladstone did not say that he 
would have to report the case to London for a summons, 
neither did plaintiff ask how long that would be or would 
he have to come back to Windsor again. Mr. Gladstone 
did not say to Mr. Carter that he wanted to be charged 
for Monday instead of being summoned. Mr. Carter did 
not say that the matter would have to be sent to London 
and that it would take a week for a summons, but took 
the charge. He did not know that the Magistrates 
considered that there had been sufficient cause for the 
case being brought. He could not say the exact words 
the Bench said, but they would allow him no costs for 
himself. Healways drove to Goodwood by road. 

William Booker, a boot-black, gave evidence of cleaning 
the plaintiff’s boots, when the police ordered him to come 
away to the police-station, and the police-sergeant took 
hold of plaintiff by the coat-cuff. 

Cross-examined : The sergeant led the plaintiff for 
three or four minutes. ; 

In the course of the examination of this witness, 
the Judge remarked that the excitement about this case 
was really unparalleled, and yet it was a very unimpor- 
tant matter. 

wo Stewart replied that it was important for his 
client. 

James Gaston, a jobmaster at Fulham, said he heard 
the Inspector of the Society tell the police-sergeant to 
take plaintiff into custody, and he took the driver by the 
arm. The plaintiff asked them not to charge him but 
tv summons him, but they refused. Asked as to Good- 
wood earnings, witness said with seven traps his receipts 
were last year £209. If a man did not bring him £15 
= the week, he would think there was a leakage some 
where. 

Cross-examined : Nothing was said by the Inspector or 
Sergeant about a summons. : 

Mr. James Irvine Smith, M.R.C.V.S., lately assistant 
to Messrs. Simpson and Sons, Windsor, gave evidence 
that about 2.30 on July 21, the plaintiff and another -” 
requested him to examine a horse and state whether! 
was fit for work. It was in fair condition. Under the 
pad were three hairless patches, and two near the dock, 
which would be called in a certificate “saddle and - , 
per marks.” They were all healed up and witha Ww we 
skin, and showed no signs of tenderness. There was = 
exudate on any part of the harness, and witness at _~ 
expressed the opinion that the animal was 
work. d f the 

Cross-examined : He turned up the other side 0 
harnesgand found no stains of blood or matter. — 

Mr. Henry George Simpson, M.R.C.V.S., corrode 
the last witness’s evidence. <1) Colam at 

This was the case for the plaintiff, and Mr. V0 
once proceeded to call evidence for the Society. Iuly gist 

Inspector John Gladstone deposed that, 
he was given information about the plaintiff 8 rr d the 
examined it shortly before two o'clock. bel 
plaintiff that he had been informed that his . : 
got a sore back, and he replied “I have got 8° 
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on to protect the sores.” Witness asked him to undo 
the saddle and let him look. He did so, and lifted up 
the pad himself. Witness saw two small wounds about 
the size of a sixpence ; they were raw and bleeding. A 
d was placed underneath the saddle, and it was press- 
ing on the top of the wounds. To the pad, which was 
composed of dirty brown flannel, blood was adhering. 
(Qn further examination witness found other suppurating 
wounds, inflamed and tender to the touch, which were 
chafed by the pads. The suppuration of one wound was 
caused by a dirty y poisoning it. There was also a 
raw wound on each side of the dock, chafed by the 
crupper, to which matter was adhering. The horse was 
in poor condition bodily, and very much worn in the fore 
limbs. Witness told Curry that the horse was not fit 
for work, and he replied, “ Don’t put me to any trouble 
over it, I’ take it back to the stable.” Witness also 
told him he must report it to his superiors. Curry said 
he might let him off that time, and witness replied that 
it did not rest with him. He asked when he would 
have to come back to the summons, and was informed 
that it could not come on till the end of the following 
week. Curry said, “I’ve got Goodwood coming on next 
week, and I don’t want to come here in the middle of it.” 
Witness said, “ Why don’t you lead your horse to the 
police station and be charged?” and he replied, “ All 
right, [ would rather do that.” He then took the horse 
out of the cab and led it himself to the police station. 
He led it to a watering trough, and witness and Sergt. 
Barham were a hundred yards distant. At the police 
station, witness was thirty yards ahead. When the 
came, witness asked him to see the horse, 
telling him in the presence of Curry that the horse was 
unfit for work. Mr. Carter looked at the horse and said, 
“It’s not a very bad case, don’t you think you had better 
summons him?” Witness said Curry wanted to be 
charged to have the case dealt with on the Monday. 
Constable ‘Carter asked the plaintiff if that was 
true, and he replied that it was, as he did not want to be 
brought back in the middle of the Goodwood races. The 
charge was taken, and witness signed the charge sheet. 
It was not true that witness gave him into custody, nor 
did Sergt. Barham touch him. On the Monday, the 
plaintiff prcduced his saddle, and it was not in the same 
condition as on the Friday ; the pads were different or 
had been cleaned. The plaintiff stated in the police- 
court thata Metropolitan constable at the Great Western 
Station shifted the pads, and the wounds were rubbed on 
going down the hill. The Bench dismissed the case, and 
the plaintiff applied for five guineas for himself, and the 
expenses of his veterinary surgeon and witnesses. The 
Bench allowed him a guinea for his veterinary surgeon, 
and 5s. for the witness, and the Chairman said “ But we 
will allow you no costs for yourself, as we consider the 
lety was justified in bringing you here.” The costs 
of the Society were remitted, and ordered to be paid out 
of the county fund. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Stewart : Witness had been six 
years an Inspector to the Society, and had had a great 
tumber of cases throughout. He had heard the evidence 
of the veterinary surgeon. 

r Stewart : Do you agree or disagree with it? 
. Mr. Justice Mathew : He most clearly disagrees with 
tt = suggests that his evidence is more trustworthy 

eirs, 

ated tgeant Barham, fifteen years in the police, corrobor- 
Inspector Gladstone’s evidence. He denied touching 
plaintiff in any way, but directed him to go to the 
are station. He and the Inspector went ahead on the 
. way, and the plaintiff followed behind with the 
saa efendant was not having his boots cleaned 
rt witness went to him ; he was standing by the side 
Shorse. He utterly denied telling the plaintiff not 


on the way to the police station, witness said it was not 
a busy street like a London street ; Windsor was only 
a country town. He considered the defendant to be 
in his charge, and that technically the Inspector had 
given him into custody. 

Head-Constable Carter, of the Windsor Police, deposed 
to being at the police station when he was called by 
Inspector Gladstone and examined the horse. He found 
the wounds as had been described by the Inspector ; one 
wound was certainly discharging, and blood and matter 
were adhering to the pad. The pads under the saddle 
appeared to him to be made of an old horse rug. He 
said it was not a very bad case, and he could not accept 
the charge. Inspector Gladstone said the man wished to 
be charged for his own convenience. Witness asked 
Curry if that was so, and he said, “If I’m summoned, 
when can it be heard?” and witness explained that it 
would be ten days at the earliest before it could be heard. 
He thought Lewes Races were mentioned as well as Good- 
wood, and the plaintiff came to the conclusion that it 
would be better to lose aday at Goodwood on the Mon- 
day than to be brought back a considerable distance 
ten days later. Witness then said, “Come this way,” 
and Curry followed him into the station, where he was 
detained only a sufficient time to take the name and 
charge. 

Cross-examined : He saw the horse the next day, his 
attention being called to it by Curry, and the pads were 

laced so differently that the horse was suffering no pain. 

laintiff preferred to be charged, but if the man had 
changed his mind in the police station, witness would 
have made no effort to detain him. 

His lordship : Quite right. 

Mr. Colam called Mr. J. E. Mitchell, one of the magis- 
trates who tried the case at Windsor, but the Judge 
said it was undesirable that magistrates should be 
troubled in this way. Mr. Mitchell’s evidence was accord- 
ingly not given. 

This being the whole of the evidence, Mr. Colam ad- 
dressed the Judge for the defence, and suggested that 
the evidence he had brought forward was such as to 
recommend itself. The charge was taken at the express 
wish of Curry. 

His lordship: He had the alternative offered him, 
either to to be summoned or charged. Do you sug- 
gest * plaintiff said, “I would rather go on with it 

ere ” 

Mr. Colam: It was not false imprisonment. 

His lordship : Was there—first—reasonable and prob- 
able cause for making this charge, and second, if 
there was no reasonable and probable cause, is there 
any ground for saying it was malicious? Those are the 
two points. 

Mr. Colam submitted that the burden of proof was 
upon the plaintiff, and that it was admitted there were 
five places upon the horse which some people euphemi- 
stically called “ hairless patches” and others “suppura- 
ting wounds.” 

His lordship: According to the evidence of the highly 
intelligent officer (Head-Constable Carter) all he noticed 
was one wound. 

Mr. Colam submitted that if there was only one sup- 
purating wound, that would be reasonable cause. 

His lordship: Very well, take the one wound ; will 
you contrast his evidence with that of the veterinary 
——? Is there any probability of their being mis- 
taken 

Mr. Colam replied to that that it was known they 
could get veterinary surgeons to say things on one side 
of the case and others to say the opposite on the other 
side. The real point was whether his lordship believed 
the Chief Constable. There were wounds of some des- 
cription, and therefore he suggested there was reasonable 


‘omake a show of himself but to come along quietly. 
how he could see the defendant behind him when 


an probable cause for prosecution, and any amount of 
exaggeration would not affect the question. The Inspec- 
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tor was willing to have proceeded by summons, but at 
the request of the plaintiff he did not. 

His lordship: He was offered the alternative, a sum- 
mons or a charge. He did not prefer either, but said if 
it would be better he should be charged he would be ; 
was that to be taken as an admission of guilt ? 

Mr. Colam said no, but the answer to the false im- 
prisonment was that plaintiff voluntarily went to the 

lice station. If he could not justify the imprisonment 

e contended that it was not a malicious prosecution. 
There was reasonable and probable cause, but the charge 
was taken at the wish of the plaintiff himself. 

His lordship: The head constable suggested that it 
should be dropped. 

Mr. Colam : No. 

His lordship: He said it was a very small case. 

Mr. Colam : He said it was a case for a summons. 

His lordship : Which of the two sets of witnesses am I 
to believe ? 

Mr. Colam: If you take the Chief Constable, there 
was reasonable and probable cause. 

His lordship: Why am I to disbelieve the veterinary 
surgeons ? 

Mr. Colam : Except that they are called to give evi- 
dence inad hoe. 

His lordship : What do 7 say about Mr. Gladstone 
and the Sergeant. Are they not in a position of some 
little bias ? 

Mr. Colam submitted that there had been a misunder- 
standing of Gladstone’s evidence. The fact of the magis- 
trates saying it was a proper case to be brought forward 
and remitting the costs of the Society, showed what they 
thought and only acted on the evidence of the veterniary 
surgeons. Supposing there was an error of judgment on 
Gladstone’s part, the soo were not bound to, but 
they accepted the responsibility ; but if he had made 
an error, he (counsel) suggested that the damages awarded 
should be light, and that the sum sf #3 that had been 
offered was a fair amount. — 

Mr. Stewart, in replying on the whole case, said the 
conduct of the prosecution of the plaintiff showed a vast 
amount of express malice, and that the Inspector was 
zealous for convictions was the keynote of the whole pro- 
ceedings. It was his duty to exercise more diligence to 
test the nature of the alleged discharge from the wounds. 
With regard to the imprisonment, it had been held that 
if a person was commanded bya constable and he obeyed 
the order, that was imprisonment without any act. The 
man was subject to duress and his right of freedom 
violated. All he asked for was such damages as an 
English citizen was entitled to, and not the ridiculously 
small sum of £3 which the Society offered, and which 
his client would have been an absolute fool if he had 
accepted. 

In giving judgment, his lordship said the case was one 
of some anxiety, because of the distinct conflict of evi- 
dence between people who ought to be equally trust- 
worthy. The Inspector of this very valuable Society 
pronounced the horse to be unfit for work, while the 
plaintiff said it was, and was corroborated by two gentle- 
men of knowledge and skill, and of good position in 
their profession. Had the sores on the horse been raw 
and painful, there would have been no question as to the 
propriety of the prosecution, but the two experts said 
there was no pain whatever. He had to say how far 
credit: was to be given to the extremely strong descrip- 
tion of the horse by the Inspector and the police 
sergeant, against the evidence of the veterinary sur- 
geons. Fortunately some help was supplied by the evi- 
dence of the extremely intelligent Head Constable (Mr. 
Carter), who had an opportunity of examining the 
animal, and only saw one wound. But there was some- 
thing more significant in the fact that he said it was 
a small case, and only took the charge on the appli- 
cation of the Inspector. It was the Inspector’s fault 


that the charge was made at all, it was his fault that 
it was gang: in, and that made the defendants re. 
sponsible for what was done. On weighing the eyi- 
dence of the witnesses, he felt first constrained—as the 
Magistrates were constrained—to act on the evidence 
for the plaintiff, and then to reject the evidence of the 
witnesses for defence, because as to twoof them he 
thought they were carried away by zeal, and when they 
came to the trial] imagined a good deal more than they 
had the opportunity of seeing ; and secondly, because 
their evidence was inconsistent. That being so, the only 
uestion left was as to damages. There was no need of 
euulee a distinction between false imprisonment and 
malicious prosecution in this case. The damages for 
false imprisonment would have been nominal, but the 
substantial ground of action was the malicious prosecu- 
tion. The Inspector, wrong in his view of the condition 
of the horse, insisted upon having the charge made 
against the plaintiff, and for that there was no reason- 
able and probable cause, and he was compelled to say 
that the absence of reasonable and probable canse was 
evidence of malice, and that Gladstone, carried away in 
his desire that the prosecution should not fail, gave evi- 
dence further than he ought to have done. He (the 
learned Judge) gave the plaintiff £15, and directed that 
he should have costs on the High Court scale. £3 had 
been paid into Court, and that would be paid out in 
reduction of the amount. 
Judgment accordingly.— Windsor and Eton Ex- 
press. 


A VETERINARY SURGEON’S CLAIM 


At Drogheda Quarter Sessions Mr. T. H. Sherlock, 
M.R.C.V.S., sued Mr. J. J. Boyle, to recover professional 
fees. Mr. McKeever, L.L.B., for plaintiff, Mr. James 
Smyth for defendant. 

The plaintiff said he took over the practice of Mr. 
Chambers, V.S., in Drogheda including ‘a contract with 
Mr. Boyle to treat his horses at the rate of 10s. per horse 

r year. During 1898 he carried out the contract with 

r. Boyle’s cognizance. He ran up a contra account; 
at the end of 1898 he went to Mr. Boyle and asked for 
the balance due him, which he did not get. Subse- 
quently Mr. Boyle paid him 30s. In the middle of 1899 
Mr. Boyle was prosecuted for cruelty tv animals and in 
consequence of a statement made incourt by Mr. Boyle 
as to his veterinary surgeon, witness went up to Mr. 
Boyle’s to make enquiries and found that Mr. Boyle had 
employed another V.S. As he had attended Mr. Boyle's 
horses up to March, 1899, he claimed £5 5s. for profes- 
sional services rendered in the three months of 1899. 

Christopher Foley, a blacksmith, who had his forge 
until recently in Mr. Sherlock’s yard, said in January of 
last year he saw a horse of Mr. Boyle’s brought to Mr. 
Sherlock to be treated for corns; in the following 
February a bay mare of Mr. Boyle’s was also treated by 
Mr. Sherlock. Peter McKeown, another blacksmith, 
corroborated Foley’s evidence. first 

John Lynam, yard keeper in Mr. Boyle’s for the h 
three months of 1899, said Mr. Boyle’s horses were IP t e 
old yard up to November, 1898, after which they — 
moved to the new yard. The horses were taken to t : 
new yard in November, 1898, and after that he never wa 
sent witha horse to Mr. Sherlock. Cham 

For the defence, Mr. J. J. Boyle said after Mr. Cha 7 
bers left Drogheda, Mr. Sherlock took over the * " 
witness’s horses, which he continued for some ‘ “ 
From inquiries witness made of his yardman erlock 
quently he found at Christmas, 1898, that Mr. : — on 
was not visiting the stables, as Mr. Chambers d for 
accustomed to do, and he told bis yardman not to conte 
Mr. Sherlock in future. He denied that Mr. Sherloc 
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tended any of his horses in the early months of 1899. In 
the middle of that year he calledin Mr. Moran, V.S., who 
was attending his horses since then on the same terms 
as Mr. Chambers. When Mr. Sherlock found that he 
had called in Mr. Moran, he threatened witness that he 
would have an inspector down and witness prosecuted 
for working horses while unfit. 

Jas. Magrane said he did not see Mr. Sherlock at Mr. 
Boyle’s stables from the Christmas of 1898 until the 
middle of June, 1899. His Honor said he would dismiss 
the case on the merits with costs. 


MOUNTS FOR THE ARMY. 


From A CORRESPONDENT AT CAPETOWN, MAR. 19. 


If the men come from all four quarters of the globe, so 
dothe animals. First, there are the English horses, 
thoroughbred chargers, hunters, half-bred Cavalry re- 
mounts, Artillery draught horses, Mounted Infantry 
cobs, Yeomanry chargers, New Zealand horses showing 
signs of their English origin, Australians of all sorts, 
Canadians which have not yet dropped their winter 
coats and look all the worse in consequence, thick-set 
sturdy little cobs from the Argentine Republic, Persians 
and Arabs from India, either drafted from the Bengal 
and Madras Cavalry regiments or the gift of loyal Indian 
Princes, and many others. The horses coming from 
countries in northern latitudes have suffered considerably 
ina temperature of 108 deg. and 110 deg. 

The Cape horse is very much in evidence, and though 
a narrow-chested, spindle-shanked beast, has the reputa- 
tion of being a real good one on the veldt. Mules, too, 
are in great abundance, and are almost as cosmopolitan 
asthe horses. They hail from New Orleans, Spain, 
Italy, India, Cape Colony, and other parts of the world, 
and are of all sizes and many shapes. The best, in my 
opinion, are the Americans from New Orleans. With 
this enormous collection of horses from all parts of the 
world the work of the Army Veterinary Department, as 
may be imagined, is no child’s play. Terribly under- 
officered as they are, the strain has almost reached break- 
ing point. Here in Capetown they have a hospital at 
Green Point, near the docks, to which all cases not fit to 
proceed are sent. Another is established at Maitland, 
where the mounted troops go, and all horses not fit to 
accompany their corps to the front are taken in and 
treated. Then at the docks every ship is met by a vet- 
erinary officer specially detailed for the purpose, who 
examines the animals on board and arranges for the dis- 
posal of the sick and wounded. At the main barracks 
are the offices of the principal veterinary officer in South 
Africa and the Base Veterinary Stores. From the last- 
mentioned all appliances for the sick and injured are 
sued, and one feels quite startled when one enters it to 
see the enormous amount of drugs, wound dressings, 
Surgical instruments, dc., required by an Army in the 

eld for its animals. 


VETERINARY HosPITALs. 


Up the country veterinary hospitals are established at 
oe River and Naauwpoort, sick depots at Queens- 
Ma and De Aar, and temporary establishments at 

der River, Kimberley, and Arundel. Add to this 
re every Cavalry regiment has a veterinary officer, and 
attillery, Mounted Infantry, and transport all have 
’% supplied with officers from the department and 
metPped with chests of veterinary medicines and instru- 
pee pe use in the field, and some slight idea may be 
nin; of the enormous work that is thrown on the ad- 
istrative ranks. Nor is this all, for the remount 
ishment has to be looked after, and in Cape Colon 


one twelve veterinary officers are detailed for the wor 


of purchasing animals and attending to the sick in the 
depots. 
To MEET ALL EMERGENCIES. 


The new field veterinary medical chest has proved a 
great success. Modelled on the one recently issued in 
India, but brought up to date as far as the latest 
scientific requirements go, it is admitted on all sides to be 
almost perfect, compact, strong, light, yet containing a 
selection of veterinary appliances calculated to meet 
almost any emergency. Of these every squadron of 
Cavalry, battery of Artillery, and company of Mounted 
Infantry has one. In addition every sergeant-farrier 
carries strapped to his saddle a wallet containing simple 
dressings and some medicines in a compact form for cases 
occurring on the line of march or while actually in action. 
At the Base Stores, too, are kept microscopes and the 
Réntgen Ray apparatus to enable bullets to be located 
and to save much suffering from searching and probing 
wounds. Antiseptic dressings for wounds, hypodermic 
syringes, and other modern appliances for the alleviation 
of the ills that animals, like ourselves, are heir to are 
also well represented, and probably the horses and mules 
now on service in South Africa are better looked after 
when sick or wounded than were .the men themselves 
thirty or forty years ago.—Morning Post. 


The Times correspondent writing from Bloemfontein 
says :— 

“We remain here for three weeks while the relief of 
Mafeking and the western attack is pressed on. Mono- 
tonously comfortable though it will be after the excite- 
ment and fighting of the advance, it is probably the least 
time necessary to refit the men and remount the cavalry. 
‘he waste of horseflesh has been on this march enor- 
mous ; only during the last three days were the cavalry 
moving through pasture land, and the incessant work to 
which the horses were exposed and the utter inability to 
wait for or care for in any way the horses that a few 
days’ halt or good food would have saved have lost us 
hundreds, perhaps even thousands, of mounts. But here 
there is time to recruit, and when we move northwards 
it will be with a perfect equipment of men and horses.” 


“To inspect horses that have been returned from the 
front, and to report if any, or how many, areagain fit for 
service.” Such were the orders under which I set forth 
that Monday morning in March, for a journey of three 
hours by rail and as many more by road, to a certain 
farm specified, whereat some 600 skeletons were being 
cared for and fed, with a view to their recovering suffi- 
ciently for further work and short commons at the front. 

Picquetberg Road was to be the terminus of my rail- 
way journey northward. The railway station (for there 
is nothing else, save a very comfortable little inn) takes 
its name from being situated on a road that leads to the 
village of Picquetberg, some forty miles away. 

In the camp, a mile and a half from the railway 
station, are a section of the Leicestershire Imperial 
Yeomanry, under Captain Harrison. The Lancashire 
Company of the Imperial Yeomanry were camped 
alongside, under Colonel Crawley. 

I now proceeded to duty, which commenced immedi- 
ately on arrival at the station, by packing self and 
farrier and a soldier servant into a Cape cart drawn by 
four very weedy but untiring Colonial horses. 

I reached the farm about five o’clock, only to find that 
its owner had driven to the nearest post office for a tele- 
gram re my visit that should have reached him two 
days ago. 

After a night’s hospitality at the pleasant hands of my 
Colonial-born host and his family, work began in the 
grey of the morning by the driving-in of some 200 of the 
animals to be inspected. I will attempt no vividly 
drawn picture. But had you seen those bags of bones 
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looming through the twilight, on their way to the morn- 
ing feed, it would have startled you no less than it did 
me—and would have brought before you more than any 
sight not actually in the fighting line could have done the 
horrors of war. I take it for granted that you have 
sympathies for the horse as well as for man. The less 

ecrepit among this awful band of skeletons had been 
back from the front about a month, the worst cases about 
a fortnight—representing, with others I was yet to see, 
in great part the remnant of General French’s good 
cavalry chargers, with which he forced his way to 
Kimberley. How those ragged frameworks still sup- 
ported life, even on the improved diet of their present 
quarters, was in itself a marvel. Yet most of them 
moved forward, some even blithefully, to their food— 
squeezing their gaunt projecting hips into the crush along 
the feeding-trough. Some few still bore signs of wounds 
scarce healed. Their detrainment at Fiaqurioeny road 
must have been a terrible experience. Several were 
dead in the train. Eight died at the station ; a few more 
on the way to the farm ; while on most days afterwards 
one or more would succumb from sheer weakness. If it 
be true that the convoy of 120 wagons captured by the 
Boers on Riet river contained the forage intended for the 
cavalry force, and that for upwards of fifty hours after- 
wards the horses of the force had to continue their 
march without any nourishment whatever, no wonder 
they fell down to die by the roadside in hundreds, or 
that this great deed of the relief of Kimberley was costly 
toa degree that makes one shudder for very pity for the 
poor animals that had to be sacrificed. It was the 
same at the next farm, and at the third. I care not to 
call up the remembrance of those angular, almost trans- 
parent, frames and tottering limbs. Of the whole 600 
only four could be found against whose hoof-numbers 
one could write “fit for service.” Of the others, not 
half are likely ever to do service again for her Majesty. 
The remainder, it is pleasing to know, are revelling amid 
streams ef cool water, in wide if no? very luxuriant pas- 
ture, and twice a day come to the troughs for what the 
Americans term “a good square meal.” For my humble 
part, I should venture to consider the meal both better 
and squarer if its component ery were more suited to 
digestive organs already enfeebled by starvation. Wheat, 
8lb, and straw-chaff unlimited (as per contract), are 
hardly calculated to coax back flesh and stamina exhaus- 
ted by prolonged fatigue and hunger. But this point, 
I have reason to believe, has been duly represented in the 
proper quarter, and is likely to be remedied. For—it is 
satisfactory to add—out ‘of about 150 similar cases 
arriving at Stellenbosch Camp a month or five weeks 
ago, and there fed freely upon linseed, bran, and oats, 
more than forty have already returned to the front in 


tolerable working condition.— Daily T'elegraph. 


TRANSPORT. 


The Daily Telegragh military correspondent has seen 
a good deal of the remount work+in Cape Colony. He 
states that it was his duty to entrain 284 horses for 
Kimberley. They had to be sent a journey of about 600 
miles. According to the correspondent “they had to be 
jammed, seven to ten in a truck, according to its capacity, 
every horse with his hind shoes newly on, his nosebag, 
his head-rope, and his heel-rope all tied round his neck, 
for a journey that by no possibility can occupy less than 
three daysand three nights.” Feeding arrangements were 
ridiculous. They were not to be disembarked. “Most 
of them cannot be reached with a bucket ”—-the trucks 
were closed and the windows barred—“ only a few nose- 
bags can be adjusted. It is only too safe to 
affirm that many of the unfortunate beasts will never 
taste bite or sup until their trying and exhausting journey 


will be over—by which time some may be dead, or nearly 
so ; many will be lame ; and the whole lot cannot fail to 
be in lamentable condition.” 


THe Horse SUPPLY. 


In respect of the pressing need of horses for the Army, 
it is stated that more than 4,000 are due at the Cape now 
and up to the end of the coming week from Australia 
and America, besides those arriving from England. About 
2,300 are expected from America, nearly three-fourths of 
these having been shipped at Buenos Ayres, and the re- 
mainder at New Orleans ; whilst the Australian supply 
should be some 1,700, of which one-half, in the Langton 
Grange, have probably by this time arrived. The largest 
arrival a is that by the Surrey from Buenos Ayres, 
due a week hence, that vessel having shipped 938 horses ; 
the Devona, which is due on Tuesday, took on board at 
New Orleans 636 horses and 300 mules; and the Kildona, 
due on Wednesday, had 721 horses on board when leav- 
ing Buenos Ayres. Three vessels due shortly from 
Australia are the Hyson on Wednesday, which shipped 
533 horses, and the Beira and Persic on Thursday, which 
between them have shipped 345 horses. 

The Houlder Line are making a splendid record for 
shipments of horses from Buenos Ayres to the Cape. A 
loss of nine animals on over 5,000 shipped is surprising, 
speaking well not only for the arrangements on_ board, 
but for the care displayed in selection by Col. Aspinwall, 
head of the remount commission at Buenos Ayres. The 
following table tells its own tale :— 


Sailed and No.of Mor- 

Steamers. arrived. Horses. tality. 
Beacon Grange Nov. 14—Nov. 29 685 1 
Induna Nov. 30—Dec. 18 714 2 
Prah Dec. 20-- Jan. 9 557 2 
Pendower Dec. 24—Jan. 11 347 1 
Royston Grange Dec. 26—Jan. 9 678 Nil 
Kassala Jan. 24—Feb. 10 750 2 
Induna Feb. 11-—March 3 850 
Prah Feb. 20—March 10 581 l 
5,162 9 
— Times. 


160 Horses Lost DURING THE VOYAGE. 
Capetown, Tuesday, April 10 


Strathcona’s Horse arrived to-day. With the excep- 
tion of the first few days after leaving Halifax, the 
weather was beautiful and calm. There was no sickness 
among the corps, but an epidemic of pneumonia broke 
out among the horses, which carried off 160 animals. 
small fire broke out in the bakehouse on March 27, but 
was extinguished in a quarter of an hour. The men be- 
haved splendidly.—Darly Mail. 


A Smart Yeoman. 


Trooper Harold Vergette, son of the late Councillor E. 
Vergette, and perhaps the youngest Imperial Reg ey 
South Africa—is getting on capitally. Previous to his 
embarkation he won the champion prize for riding 1n his 
company, and more good luck awaited him on ship - 
It happened that they were short of a “Vet ;” soan = 
amination was held, and Trooper Vergette came 
of the dozen or so competitors, with the result that - 
getting a salary of £1 per week for his veterinary - / 
ance. ‘Trooper Vergette was evidently born 
lucky military star, and there is little doubt that : 
give a good account of himself as soon as he gets in 
with the foe. 
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TUBERCULOSIS IN MEAT. 


The Stockport magistrates sat an hour earlier than 
usual on Saturday, March 24, to hear a case brought by 
the Medical Officer of Stockport against William Bes- 
wick, butcher, of 189 Shaw Heath, Stockport, who it was 
alleged had in his slaughterhouse the carcase of a 
diseased cow, which was intended for human food. Mr. 
H. D. F. Dobson prosecuted for the Medical Officer, and 
Mr. A. Briggs (Brown and Co.) was for the defendant. 

Mr. Dobson, stating the facts of the case, said that on 
Sunday the 18th, Inspector Butler, of the Sanitary 
Department, visited the slaughterhouse and found three 
of thesons of the defendant, and another man named 
John Jenkinson, dressing the carcase of a cow. The 

leura membrane of the lungs and the lungs also had 
oom stripped from the carcase, which was not a usual 
thing todo, and on search being made the pleura and 
lungs were found. They were full of tuberculosis. The 
medical officer, Dr. Greenwood, and Mr. Curbishley, 
veterinary surgeon, all examined the cow on Monday 
and they would all say that the carcase was saturated 
with tuberculosis. To make things doubly sure Pr fessor 
Delépine, of Owens College, an eminent authority on 
bacteriology, was called in and examined the carcase. 
The cow was exceedingly light in weight and poor con- 
sidering the size of the frame. Mr. Dobson also mentioned 
that on the Monday a man came and attempted to take 
the carcase away by force, and the Inspector had to call 
in the police. Dr. Rayner had also inspected the meat 
and condemned it, and subsequently the carcase was 
taken down to the Corporation Yard. 

The first witness called for the prosecution was In- 
spector Butler, who gave evidence of his visit to the 
slaughter-house. 

Dr. Porter stated that he saw the left side carcase on 
the Monday hanging in the slaughter-house, the other 
half being cut up and the pieces distributed about the 
place. ‘The cow was poorly nourished, and the fat was 
yellowish and soft, comparing very badly with the good 
meat in the shop. The pleura was stripped, which he 
regarded as a very suspicious circumstance. If the pleura 
was stripped from foreign meat it was sufficient to cause 
the seizure of the meat. The lungs showed tuberculosis 
in every stage, and that portion of the pleura which 
covered the lungs exhibited tubercle upon it. Other 
organs also showed signs of tuberculosis. 

ross-examined by Mr. Briggs: There may have been 
4 considerable amount of doubt as to what degree of 
tuberculosis demanded seizure, but there was not now. 
The Royal Commission had altered all that. 

Mr. E. H. Curbishley, M.R.C.V.S., said he examined 
the carease on the Sunday, and found it poorly nourished 
_ badly set. There was an absence of fat except a 
— that was very yellow. The cow had been suffering 
‘om generalised tuberculosis, and in his opinion was not 
fit for human food. 

t. Greenwood, formerly demonstrator in pathology 
at Owens College, and now assistant to Dr. Porter, also 
spoke to examining the carcase. The lungs showed un- 
uistakeable signs of tuberculosis and there were other 
‘vidences of the disease in other organs. In his opinion 

“meat was quite unfit for human food. 

tofessor Auguste Sheridan Delépine, of Owens Col- 
“se, said he received sealed samples of the cow on the 


Hee and the following day he examined the carcase. 
“found the pleura had been stripped so carefully from | 
* Catease that he had to spend some time in looking 
small pieces of pleura. The pleura was tuberculous, 
port} ¢ lungs were also covered with tubercules. Other 
lons of the body were also tuberculous. All the 

© examined he thought were typically tuberculous. 


fo 


ment of the Royal Commission that persons consuming 
food of a tuberculous character incur risk of acquiring 
tuberculous diseases. 

Mr. Briggs, for the defence, submitted there was no 
intention to sell meat which was unfit for human food. 
Were the magistrates going to say that Mr. Beswick’s 
sons must have known, or ought in a criminal sense to 
have known, they were going wrong in preparing the 
meat for sale? Before the magistrates convicted, Mr. 
Briggs asked them to consider that it was a most damag- 
ing thing for any butcher to be accused of having meat 
which was unsound. It was a consequence far-reaching 
in its effects, and could not but affect the business which 
Mr. Beswick was at present trying to dispose of. Mr. 
Briggs wished tu Polk emphasise the great point of his 
case which was, whether this beast was unfit or not for 
the food of man. There were not such unmistakeable 
— that Mr. Beswick’s sons ought to have noticed 
them. 

The first witness called for the defence was Dr. J. 
Howie Smith, who said he had examined the cow and 
found the lungs affected with tuberculosis. There was 
however, no cavitation of the lungs due to very advanced 
<r His opinion was that the cow was fit for 


J. W. Schofield, veterinary surgeon, of Poynton, said 
he examined the meat. He found the lungs tubercular. 
The flesh was fairly firm, and fit for human food. He had 
eaten four steaks off the beast. 

Roger Wilson, a retired butcher, living at Poynton, 
also 0 evidence to the effect that the meat was 
sound. 

William Beswick, the defendant, was put into the 
box. He said he had been a butcher all his life. He had 
been before the court once before, but the case was with- 
drawn. He did not seethe beast in question before it 
was condemned. He inspected the beast after it had 
been slaughtered, and did not notice anything wron 
with it.—Oswald Beswick, son of the last witness, sai 
he and his brothers practically carried on the business. 
He saw the beast complained of, and did not see anything 
against it. The beast was killed on the Sunday. He 
examined the meat when cut up, and did not see any 
signs of tuberculosis—Frank Beswick, another son of 
the defendant, and John Jenkins, a butcher in the em- 
ploy of the defendant, also gave evidence.—The magis- 
trates retired to consider their decision, and after ten 
minutes’ absence returned, the Chairman announcing 
that the defendant would be fined £10 and costs.—T7'he 
Stockport Advertiser. 


CRUELTY PROSECUTION AT RUGBY. 
CHARGE OF STARVING CATTLE. 


At RugbyjPetty Sessions, on Tuesday, March 20th,before 
Mr. W. H. W. Townsend (chairman), the Rev. C. Elsee, 
and Mr. E. A. Scott. John Ward Eales, farmer, Willey, 
was summoned by John Hopkins, Inspector to the 8. 
C.A., for illtreating 17 cows, by not supplying them with 
sufficient food, at Willey, between Feb. Ist and March 
2nd.—Mr. H. Granger Prior appeared for defendant, who 
pleaded not guilty. 

P.C. College deposed that on the 25th of February he 
called the defendant’s attention to the emaciated con- 
dition of hiscows. He further pointed out to defendant 
that, after inspecting the fields, he could find no trace of 
theanimals having been given any food,although the fields 
where the cows were confined were covered with snow, 
and it was impossible for them to graze. Between the 
date named and March 1st he visited the fields several 
times, but could find no trace of any food having been 


wehad hot the slightest doubt that the carcase was quite 
orhuman food. He quite agreed with the state- 


given to the animals. On the 28th of February, in com- 
pany with Sergt. Caley, he visited defendant’s premises 


— 
arly 
il to ee | 
my, 

now 
ralia 
bout 
1s of 
re- 
pply 
yton 
gest 
yres, 
ses ; 
d at 
ona, 
eav- 
rom 
hich 
| 
ing, 
ard, 
wall, 

The 
[or- 
lity. 
10 
cep- 

the 
‘ness 
roke | 
be- 
r E. 
in in 
his 
1 his 
yard. 
1 
top’ 
he 
ssist- | 
ler 
will 
yuck 


ih, 
4 
| 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


april 21, 


at Willey, and {found eight cows tied up |in what was 
known as the “top yard.” There was no food in the 
mangers, and the cow shed was in a filthy condition. As 
soon as witness and the sergeant went into the cow shed 
the animals commenced to bellow for food. It was pitiful 
to hear the “ poor things.” The following day he paid a 
second visit, and found the animals in the same con- 
dition, and again bellowing for food. He (witness) and 
Sergeant Caley gave the animals some hay, which they 
ate most ravenously. In another shed, known as the 
“home buildings,” he found nine other cows in a similar 
condition to the eight previously referred to. One animal 
was lying down, and was so weak that it was with diffi- 
culty that it could rise. 

By Inspector Hopkins: He had never seen cattle in 
such an emaciated condition before. They were nothing 
more than living skeletons. In the course of conversa- 
tion defendant admitted to him that he was greatly 
“ overstocked,” but witness pointed out that being over- 
stocked was no excuse for starving the cattle. If de- 
fendant had not sufficient food on his farm he should 
buy some. 

y Mr. Prior: He had had some experience amongst 
cattle, and, in his opinion, the cattle were not diseased, 
but were suffering from want of food. He knew that 
since the Ist of March four of defendant’s cows had died, 
but he had not ascertained the cause of death. 

Sergeant Caley corroborated the evidence given by the 
previous witness as to the condition of the cows, and said 
the only traces of food in the mangers were some rem- 
nants of wheat straw. He had never seen cows in such 
a deplorable condition before, and he told defendant at 
the time that some of the animals would die from star- 
vation. As a matter of fact several had died since 
March Ist, 

By Mr. Prior: The only food he saw on the farm pre- 
mises was about half a ton of hay. When he (witness) 
remarked upon the condition of the cows defendant said 
they were ill, and witness retort$d they were “ill from 
starvation.” 

Inspector Hopkins said he visited the defendant’s pre- 
mises on the 2nd March in company with Mr. Finlay, 
V.S., Leamington, and while there met Mr. Blunt, veteri- 
nary surgeon, Lutterworth, and defendant. Mr. Blunt 
remarked to Mr. Finlay, “I suppose you have come to 
see these cows ; you will find one or two suffering from 
tuberculosis. on’t be too hard upon the defendant ; 
the animals are in a very bad state indeed. I have 
spoken to him (meaning defendant) about giving the 
cows more food, but he has not done so until now. [ 
hope you will not fine him much. I have advised him 
to have neither counsel or veterinary surgeon, as it would 
be only throwing his money away. It was entirely his 
own fault.” He (witness), together with Mr. Finlay, then 
inspected the cattle, and in all his experience as an in- 
ne he never saw animals in such a bad condition ; 
they were nothing but living skeletons. The same remark 
applied to all the animals on the farm. 

Mr. Prior : They were Eales’ lean kine then? (Laugh- 
ter.)—Witness : Yes, sir, they were. 

By Mr. Prior :: Defendant said the cattle had eaten all 
the food he had grown on the farm. Some of the animals 
were in a better condition than others, but all the cattle 
on the farm were in a poor condition. He did not think 
the drought last summer accounted for the poor condition 
ot the cows. 

_ Alexander Wilson Finlay, M.R.C.V.S., said he exam- 
ined the cattle in company with Inspector Hopkins, and 
found one or two of them suffering from slight tubercu- 
losis, but from the general condition of the cows they 
could not possibly have had half enough food. There 
was an entire absence of fat or muscle on any of the cows 
he examined. With the exception of the animals re- 
ferred to as suffering from tuberculosis, there was no 
further disease amongst the cows. He overheard the 


conversation between Mr. Blunt and the inspector as to 
defendant not giving the cows sufficient fuod.—By Mr. 
Prior : He examined the cows carefully, but found no 
trace of the livers of any of the animals being 
diseased. 

That being the case for the prosecution, Mr. Prior ob- 
served that, oh the Magistrates could convict, they 
must be satisfied that defendant had wilfully kept the 
cattle without sufficient food. He thought, however, 
that he should be able to satisfy them that the animals 
had been fed regularly and been given a sufficiency of 
food. Since November last the stock on defendant's 
farm had consumed 40 tons of mangolds, 40 tons of new 
hay, 10 tons old hay, oat straw off six acres, wheat straw 
off nine acres, three acres of new oat straw, nine acres of 
new wheat straw, and in addition to this cake and meal 
of various descriptions. 

Defendant gave evidence in support of his advocate’s 
remarks as to the quantity of food consumed, and added 
that, in addition to the food already mentioned, all the 
corn grown on the farm, with the exception of one sack, 
was ground, and consumed by the cattle, which, during 
the winter, numbered about 50 head. He had also pur- 
chased two ricks of hay. 

By the Bench: In addition to the horned stock he 
had about 70 sheep and four horses, which shared 
the mentioned food with the cows. When the stock was 
“taken up” in the autumn it was in poor condition. 
Some of the cows were old ; quite fifteen years, but they 
had all been fed regularly twice every day, and had 
never been stinted. ‘The cows did not bellow, as the 
witnesses for the prosecution had described, and he had 
never heard a more exaggerated case in his life. 

By Mr. Prior : He never admitted to the inspector that 
he had not given the cattle sufficient to eat. He said he 
had done the best he could for the cows. They appeared, 
however, to have something the matter with them, 
which prevented them making flesh, and he defied any 
man living to improve the appearance of the cows. 
Since January, seven cows had died, and when opened 
were found to have disease of the liver. 

By the Inspector : The cows had as much hay as they 
could eat, and to those which were the worst he gave 
about four pounds of cake rt day, and some meal. One 
of the cows forming part of the present charge was dead 
having, unfortunately, been drowned since the summons 
had been taken out. The remaining cows were all alive. 
The cows that had died were not included in the charge. 
He did not remember saying to P.C. College that he 
was overstocked, and had a difficulty in finding food for 
all the stock. : t 

At this stage of the proceedings, the Clerk pointed ou 
that the Bench could not convict upon the present ono 
mons, as the charge was in respect to eight and nine beas 
respectively, and the summons should be amended to one 
cow in each case.—'I'he Inspector said the ruling was an 
unusual one. He had never known such a proceeding 
before as it was quite a common procedure to inclu a 
number of animals in one charge. He had a 
animals included in one charge.— Mr. Seabrook admi 
that it was done sometimes, but it was illegal, og gh 
wanted was the prosecutor to specify one cow 1D 
charge. he (Mr. 

Mr. Prior objected to this, observing that ro 
Prior) had, so to speak, shown his hand, and the pros 
tor knew exactly the condition of different ag oe 
client was prepared to meet the case as a who pat 
on any individual cow. Eventually, at the — ing 
Mr. Seabroke, Mr. Prior agreed to the summon pam - 
amended if the inspector would specify 
whilst in the Court, and have the case settled 1a 


1 e 
—Inspector Hopkins said, at first, that was bet would 


for him to do as suggested by Mr. Prior, ans committee 
it being 


like the case adjourned in order to consult h -— 
as to taking out a fresh summons, but, upo 
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pointed to the prosecutor that he would have to pay the 
costs of the adjournment, he decided to go on with the 
case, and selected two cows, distinguishing them by the 
positions they occupied in the cowshed.—Mr. Prior then 
asked to be allowed to cross-examine the witnesses for 
the prosecution as to the identity of the two particular 
animals This was agreed to, and evidence as to the 
condition of the cows in question was given by Inspector 
Hopkins, P.S. Caley, and P.C. College. 

Miss Eales, sister to the defendant, gave evidence as to 
the attention bestowed upon the cattle, and deposed that 
allthe animals received sufficient food, and several that 
were unwell received special food. 

Allan Taylor, a youth employed on defendant’s farm, 
said it was his duty to assist Mr. Eales with the cattle, 
and every cow tied up in the sheds had hay every day, 
and some of them had cake and flour in addition to the 
hay. The cows always had as much as they could 


eat. 

W. Lee, labourer, in the employ of the defendant, cor- 
roborated the evidence given by previous witnesses, and, 
inanswer to Inspector Hopkins, said the cows in question 
were in very poor condition. They were old cows and 
had never recovered their condition after the drought of 
last summer. 

James Collins, labourer, Willey, said he was employed 
periodically during the past winter to look after the sick 
cows. He could not say what was the matter with the 
cows ; they coughed a good deal, and were always eat- 
ing, but never seemed any the better for what they had 
to eat. 

Mary Ann Taylor, the occupier of a cottage adjoining 

the defendant’s farmyard, gave evidence as to frequently 
seeing the cattle being fed. 
_ Nathaniel Chamberlain, shepherd and butcher, resid- 
ing at Bittersby, said during February and March he 
‘kinned four cows that died on defendant’s farm, and the 
livers of each were in a very diseased state.—By Mr. 
Prior: The cows were in fair condition. He had skinned 
better and skinned worse. (Laughter.) 

W. Tibbles, the occupier of the adjoining farm to de- 
fendant, said the cattle were not in a very good condition. 
They never meg to have got over the dry summer of 


took they always, however, appeared to have plenty of 


(To be continued. ) 


Personal. 
Warkins-Prrcurorp.—On the 14th April, at Oat- 
lands Drive, Weybridge, the wife of Herbert Watkins- 
tehford, Major, Natal Carbineers, of a son. South 
African papers please copy.—Zimes. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From London Gazette. 
War Orrice, Patt MALL, April 17. 


YEOMANRY Cavatry (Montgomeryshire).—Vet.- Lieut. 
‘\. Rowlands resigns his commission. 


Pk Veterinary Surgeon J. G. Stanley-Clarke sailed 
bert Docks in the “ Narrung” on Monday, 
April, for South Africa. 
lj PERIAL YEOMANRY.—Lieut. D. C. Barningham and 
a A. E. G. Batt (vet.-surgs.) sailed from Southamp- 
Mf In the “ Canada” on Saturday, 14th April, for South 
Times, 


oglbtain Jessel and Captain Norton, both old cavalry 
ts, have espoused the Cause of the Army Veteri- 


nary Staff in the House of Commons, and from the 
answers given to their inquiries it would appear that 
Mr. Wyndham is fully alive to the necessity of some- 
thing being done promptly to increase the popularity of 
this important service. One of the special correspon- 
dents of The Morning Post lately referred to the lament- 
able condition of things in South Africa owing to the 
under-ofticering of the Veterinary Department. By the 
last mail from the Cape a letter reached us from a 
cavalry field officer, in which it was said, “I do hope that 
some friends in Parliament will take up the case of that 
deserving body of officers—the veterinary surgeons. 
They have been working like so many niggers here and 
literally breaking down owing to the strain. Before we 
left England we, to our great regret, learnt from the lips 
of Mr. Wyndham that it had been decided to do them 
the greatest possible injustice. The War Office decision 
was arrived at in opposition to the views of every cavalry 
officer of any intelligence, for no sane man could have 
failed to recognise the mischief which would result and 
the enormous losses which would be involved. Having 
myself written to you in protest against the War Office 
decision at the time, I had hoped that ere this some- 
thing would have been done to correct the mistake. 
But apparently there has been no new warrant issued, 
for the condition of things here now is deplorable. One 
officer is doing five and six officers’ work, and in addition 
to this is frequently required to teach civilian practi- 
tioners their duties in face of a mobile enemy. ean- 
while valuable horses are dying for want of attention, 
and the mounted arms are left powerless to do anything. 
Wecould have no better example of the mismanage- 
ment of our military affairs, and Lord Lansdowne ought 
to find out who his advisers have been in this matter, 
and be careful that they never are allowed to advise him 
again, for their incompetence is beyond question.” We 
are sorry to say that our valued correspondent is by no 
means alone in his condemnation. Every cavalry and 
artillery officer we hear from writes in the same strain. 
Captains Jessel and Norton, therefore, are fully justified 
in heckling the Under-Secretary of State for War ; the 
matter is very pressing, though Pall Mall officials, being 
ignorant of the management of horses on field service, 
may not readily recognise the fact.—7’he Army & Navy 
Gazette. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


WHAT IS THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 
DOING 
ir, 


1 agree with the remarks under the above heading in 
your last week’s issue. We shall no doubt wake up to 
find ourselves practically out in a colder region than we 
are at the present time. Enquire of any of those who 
are engaged at the head of the Veterinary Department 
of the Board of Agriculture about veterinary appoint- 
ments under the Diseases of Animals Act and you will 
find that every one of them have got the same tale to 
tell, We don’t appoint veterinary surgeons we only employ 
them, and those only nearest to the outbreak of disease. 

The latter part of their statement is incorrect, they do 
not employ the nearest veterinary surgeon to the out- 
break of disease. Here is an example of the present 
system adopted by the Board of Agriculture. <A veteri- 
nary surgeon is appointed by the Local Authority of some 

rovincial town to act as their inspector, he is required 
by the Board of Agriculture to leave certain printed 
forms on the owners of swine, although he is neither 
appointed or in the employ of the Board of Agriculture. 


After he receives notice from the police office that disease 
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is supposed to exist at a certain place, he pays a visit ‘and | clients, keep a sumptuous waiting room, and draw fees 


leaves a printed form certifying that swine fever exists 
and that the place is infected. This has to be done 
under all circumstances, it matters not whether the 
swine have indigestion, sore throat, or pneumonia ; then 
if the Board think fit to further require his services he 
receives a wire to make a post-mortem and forward 
entrails to London. The Board then writes the owner of 
the swine contradicting the order given by the veteri- 
prow ¢ surgeon and stating that swine fever does not exist, 
and that the place is free from infection. But what is 
even worse than this muddle occurs when the Board wire 
to another V.S. in the same town to go and contradict 
the printed instructions given by the former V.S. What 
is the object of this department? Is it to make veteri- 
nary surgeons look foolish in the eyes of stockowners ? 
or to create dissention among professional brethren ? The 
veterinary department of the Board of Agriculture wants 
re-organising, and the only men to carry out the duties 
in a practical and satisfactory manner are veterinary 
— Some people have remarked that the Muzzling 
Order was a success, and that a certain amount of credit 
is due to the Board of Agriculture. I may here say that 
veterinary surgeons recommended and discussed the 
muzzliug order question at their local societies fifteen 
years ago. This subject should be taken up by veteri- 
nary medical societies and discussed as to the means by 
which we can gain just recognition by Government.— 
Yours truly, 
VERAX. 


i SHOULD WE GIVE PRESCRIPTIONS ? 
ir 
The grievances of the veterinary profession will not 
suffer from want of being ventilated, and to an ordinary 
reader the recent correspondence on the subject would 
tend to make him believe that both professionally and 
socially veterinary surgeons are in a very serious con- 
dition indeed. Fortunately, however, we are so accus- 
tomed to these spasmodic wails that we are not yet con- 
vinced of the inferior position of our calling, and, while 
admitting its faults, we also must acknowledge that 
other professions have not yet reached the acme of per- 
fection. One would imagine from the sad history told 
by “ Nemo” that the veterinary profession was the only 


one in which under-selling was carried on, but if he will 


look up the medical journals from time to time he will 
find therein ample evidence that a similar state of affairs 
exists.in the cheaper departments of medical practice. 
The General Medical Council are unable to prevent such 
abuses, hence it is absurd to imagine that any governing 
body in our profession can dictate or enforce definite 
charges for advice, medicine, or anything else. Every 
practitioner is, or at least ought to be, able to value his 
own services at a proper charge. No doubt overcrowd- 
ing and competition tend to lower fees, but this holds 
good in most callings. The struggle for existence is be- 
coming more severe than in the past, expenses are 
heavier, and some profits have to be realised if the prac- 
titioner is to live and meet the demands upon him. 

Professional dignity is a very fine thing and much to 
be admired, but it is not everything, and it is easy to 
carry it to the starvation point. This is the reason we 
sell medicines and keep a forge, and take horses on 
livery, and perhaps offend the social feelings of those 
who are in quest of the ideal position for the profession. 
None of these are in any way derogatory to the status of 
the practitioner, and those who imagine that they are 
infra dig, are very lucky if they are able to practice what 
they preach. 

It would be the acme of perfection if we could give u 
dispensing medicines and send out prescriptions wit 
each case, then = up the forge, put a brass plate on 
the hall door, have a page in livery to send in the 


in gold without keeping any accounts We fear this 
happy state of affairs will not come to pass in our day, 
so we have to be content with the orthodox condition"of 
affairs. 

Everyone deplores the contemptible practices described 
by “Nemo” but we are sceptical as to such a state‘of 
atfairs being anything like general. We do not believe, 
however, that if a veterinary surgeon passes an unsound 
horse as scund in order to please a client, that he en- 
hances his reputation with the said client by so doing. 
Weare of opinion that it would have quite the opposite 
effect to that which was intended, as, if the client had 
any sense he must know that a practitioner who gives an 
opinion which obviously is not an honest one, is likely‘to 
continue such a practice, and little value can be placed on 
his reputation. 

We must give the public credit for possessing some 
powers of observation and a certain amount of common 
sense. No doubt a certain proportion are singularly de- 
ficient in these respects, and rely for all infurmation con- 
cerning their animals on their stewards, grooms and 
coachmen, and as a matter of course the selection of a 
veterinary surgeon isin similar hands. It would be ab- 
surd to deny these facts, and equally absurd to try and 
educate such clients to pay a little more attention to 
stable management. We should get very little thanks 
for our pains, so we find it more satisfactory to allow 
matters remain as they are. 

“ Nemo” has omitted to mention some very important 
breaches of professional etiquette that are comparatively 
common. We refer to remarks made by one practitioner 
as to the skill, ability etc. of another. Such remarksare 
not made openly, but are conveyed to the clients of 
another, the object for which is obvious enough. Need 
less to say the element of truth is generally wanting in 
such statements, and those who delight in running down 
the reputation of their fellow practitioners often pose as 
strict upholders of professional dignity. J 

Such underhand methods of practice are in reality more 
to be condemned than those which, although disgraceful, 
are done openly, for in the former case we are attacked 
by a snake in the grass, while in the latter we recognise 
the defaulter and can shape our course accordingly 
Veterinary surgeons should certainly take a lesson from 
the members of other professions in these respects, an 
learn that they will not enhance their own reputation bY 
endeavouring to run down the reputation of their 


reres.—Yours ete., 
E. Hoare, F.R.C.V.S. 
Cork, April 17. 


Dear Sir, 
1 should be greatly obliged if any of your readers 
would lend me a copy of The Veterinarian (1868 !) .10 
which an article on “ The Influence of Atmosphere af 
sure and Altitude,” written by Dr. Fleming appear : 
as I want to refer to it in a book on Stable Manageme 
which I have in the press, and which I hope will ve a 
lished within the next two months. I have werk seat 
at it for several years and trust it will be of sufficie 
importance to obtain notice in your columns. depdts 
During an official tour through the re-mount ve ; 
of the Don and Volga, I had good oppetan beet 
serving points of equine hygiene with which I ha 
previously unacquainted.— Yours faithfully, Haves 
Yew Tree House, M. H. 
Crick, Rugby. 
-— Messrs. 
Communications, Booxs, AND PAPERS RECEIVED 
©. A. M. Bailey, J. E. Scriven, F. Hobday, E. Wallis 
C. Pack, H. Locke, E. L. Stroud, W. Roger Clarke. 
Hayes. ‘ Practitioner.” - Canine and Feline pty 
F. Hobday ; The Peterborough and Huntingdonshire 
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